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JOINT STATEMENT BY THE STATE OF HAWAII AND COUNSEL FOR  

PLAINTIFFS NOBORU AND ELAINE KAWAMOTO 

 
HONOLULU – The State of Hawaii and counsel for Noboru and Elaine Kawamoto 
issued the following statement today:  
 
“As a result of meetings and discussions between Plaintiffs’ counsel, Jeffrey S. Portnoy 

and John P. Duchemin, and Defendants’ counsel, Deputy Attorneys General, Andrew L. 

Salenger, Dana A. Barbata and Caron M. Inagaki, Plaintiffs Noboru Kawamoto and 

Elaine Kawamoto have been reunited in his nursing care home pending determination 

by the Court of the constitutionality of certain Hawaii state statutes and administrative 

rules applicable to community care foster family homes. Plaintiff Noboru Kawamoto is 

95, a World War II veteran and member of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, and his 

wife, Plaintiff Elaine Kawamoto is 89. This temporary accommodation is limited to these 

Plaintiffs and the impact of the laws as applied to them only. Counsel expect to file 

motions seeking summary adjudication of this lawsuit by United States District Court 

Judge Leslie E. Kobayashi to resolve this case.” 
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